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Introduction 

This is a growing curated collection of shareable, free and high-

quality learning materials that adult literacy educators can use to 

enhance their personal and program collections. 

The collection responds to a need, identified in a survey and 

through informal discussions, for materials to support  lower 

levels that could be used online or offline. 

We looked for materials that could be copied, printed or posted 

in online and offline environments. This means you can add 

materials to a website, on a learning management platform, 

attach to an email, or share with learners in Google Drive. They 

can also be printed. 

In addition, most materials permit adaptations, allowing you to 

build and modify the original content for your own use. 

Copyright information and Creative Commons licencing details 

are included for all materials. When no copyright information is 

provided by developers, we suggest you apply fair use in 

education/fair dealing copyright.

Most available materials have been assigned a grade level 

equivalency (GLE) by the developers. This collection includes 

mostly K-8 materials. LBS currently uses a three-level system to 

delineate difficulty. OALCF 1 and 2 are commonly interpreted to 

represent K-8 (or so). However, a more precise alignment 

between a GLE and OALCF level is not possible. 

The collection is divided into five sections:

1. Texts for reading

2. Writing tasks and skill practise

3. Numeracy and mathematics 

4. Professional learning and how-to guides

5. Creating, modifying and analysing your own materials

A detailed navigation guide, with links to all resources, is 

available on the next slide.

We plan to add new materials. Please get in touch with 

Christine@alphaplus.ca if you have a suggestion. Or fill out a 

short form where you can also provide some feedback.
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https://alphaplus.ca/download/shift-remote-delivery-report/
https://fair-dealing.ca/what-is-fair-dealing/
mailto:Christine@alphaplus.ca
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftWL4dV8pPIksqkCjs1rR6F3dgbs4Zv_daw0TLnizjsZR0Yg/viewform
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Texts for reading

Adult Literacy Fundamental 
English 1 & 2 (GLE 1-3)

Adult Literacy Fundamental 
English 3-6 (GLE 3-9)

Best of the Reader ESL Literacy Readers
Learning for Justice Texts

Lit 2 Go Poetry 180 and the Favorite 
Poem Project

Reading Skills for Today’s 
Adults (text version)

Reading Skills for Today’s 
Adults (app integration)

Secret Life of Canada 
Teaching Guides

Steering the Course
Tween Tribune NEW ESL Story Banks

Writing tasks  and 
skill practise

25 Graphic Organizer 
Templates ABC English Driving Digital Learning Edu Protocol Learning for Justice Texts

Perfect Grammar Project Zero Read, Write, Think
Teaching Phonics with Word 
Families

Text Project

Writing on the Run!
NEW Free phonics lessons 
for spelling

NEW 30 Free graphic 
organizers

Numeracy and 
mathematics

16 Boxes (games for basic 
operations)

Adult Literacy Fundamental 
Math

Building Strength with 
Numeracy

Emmy Noether Circles 
(games and problems)

Fraction Talks

Open-Up Resources 
(complete OER curricula)

Project Binders That Quiz Visual Fractions NEW Math Visuals

NEW Building concepts in 
mathematics

NEW Graphing Stories
NEW What’s going on in this 
graph?

NEW Data Science Lessons

Professional 
learning

Digital Literacies (online 
guide focused on the 
development of digital 
literacy practices)

Driving Digital Learning Text Project
Math Tutoring Videos

Creating and 

http://theschoolhouse.us/index.html
http://theschoolhouse.us/index.html
http://theschoolhouse.us/index.html


Collections reviewed and criteria for inclusion

Canada B.C. Open Textbook basic education collection for Math

and English

Community Literacy Ontario Digital Discoveries

Literacy Nova Scotia Practitioner Resources

Nat Banting’s Curated Math Resources

United States The Adult Literacy League Resources

CrowdEd Learning

LINCS Resources, Reading and Writing

Driving Digital Learning

Ditch That Textbook

Literacy Minnesota Educator Resources

Ireland NALA Workbook Collection

Australia The Literacy Resource Hub

Reading and Writing Hotline

We searched and searched again to find useful and relevant 

materials for adult literacy learning. For a resource to make 

it into our collection we applied the following rigorous 

criteria. Instructional materials must be 

● Shareable and able to be saved, downloaded, 

posted and printed

● Free---that is, no cost, free of advertising and free to 

use without an account

● High-quality and developed by educational non-

profits,  education institutions, educators and 

educational experts

● Made for adults or appealing to adults without 

child-oriented graphics and content

● Focused on supporting the development of literacy 

and numeracy skills and strategies

● Sometimes editable, allowing you to make changes 

to the information and content.

While searching, we also found some great collections that you  

might also find useful.
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https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?subject=Math
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?subject=English
http://www.communityliteracyofontario.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/digital_discoveries.pdf
https://www.literacyns.ca/practitionerslinks.htm
http://natbanting.com/links/
https://www.adultliteracyleague.org/resources/
https://www.crowdedlearning.org/home
https://lincs.ed.gov/resource-collection/about
https://sites.google.com/view/drivingdigitallearning/home?authuser=0
https://ditchthattextbook.com/
https://www.literacymn.org/educator-resources
https://www.nala.ie/publications/?category=literacy-and-numeracy-workbooks
http://www.cnlchub.org.au/
https://www.readingwritinghotline.edu.au/teaching-learning-resources-and-workbooks/


Texts for reading 
Most of the reading texts are informative and narrative. Some fiction and 
poetry is also included. Video, audio and images are included with some 
materials.
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Adult Literacy 
Fundamental English 

From BC Campus Open Textbook Initiative

Available on the BC Campus open textbook site are six 

downloadable course packs and readers to support adult literacy 

development. The six levels cover GLEs K - 9. All are available in 

different formats that are readable and editable. 

It’s easiest to download the course packs, designed as consumable 

workbooks for learners, as a PDF.

How you download and share the readers will be based on the 

technology you and learners have. The most straightforward 

option is a print PDF. In addition, if you want to modify, adapt or 

re-present the materials  you can also download an Open Text file 

(compatible with Word and Docs). Readers are also available in 

Pressbooks.

The level 1 reader (GLE 1- 1.5) is a series of short stories focused on 

topics related to plants, gardening and our food.

Adult Literacy Fundamental English - Reader 1

Adult Literacy Fundamental English - Course Pack 1

The level 2 reader (GLE 1.5 - 3) is a biography of Langston Hughes 

and includes his poetry. It’s a very captivating approach combining 

poetry and biography that addresses anti-black racism, the legacy 

of slavery, family and education. Photos are also included.

Adult Literacy Fundamental English - Reader 2

Adult Literacy Fundamental English - Course Pack 2

Continued on next page
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https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=8079bf98-beab-46cf-8968-d664f825e9c7&contributor=&keyword=&subject=English
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=95591e5a-bef4-48ca-93ad-3d6669ffa195&contributor=&keyword=&subject=English
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=eed25014-a7cc-4410-957c-ed931e5f7bd3&contributor=&keyword=&subject=English
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=f4b3a5ad-2694-4eff-84b4-a6762fdbf968&contributor=English&keyword=&subject=English


Adult Literacy 
Fundamental English 

From BC Campus Open Textbook Initiative

The level 3 reader (GLE 3-4.5) is a series of descriptive, non-fiction 

texts focus on British Columbia.

Adult Literacy Fundamental English - Reader 3

Adult Literacy Fundamental English - Course Pack 3

The level 4 reader (GLE 4.6 - 6) contains a series of biographies 

about Canadians who have made significant contributions to 

human rights.

Adult Literacy Fundamental English - Reader 4

Adult Literacy Fundamental English - Course Pack 4

The level 5 reader (GLE 6 - 7.5) is comprised of a series of 

informational texts based on some basic psychology content (e.g., 

memory, personality, learning).

Adult Literacy Fundamental English - Reader 5

Adult Literacy Fundamental English - Course Pack 5

The level 6 reader (GLE 7.5 - 9) is constructed as an instructional 

resource for digital storytelling.

Adult Literacy Fundamental English - Reader 6

Adult Literacy Fundamental English - Course Pack 6
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https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=eaf88588-94d7-49ef-8305-4dd6726b6a0c&contributor=English&keyword=&subject=English
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=6a6331a7-3e74-4a73-b102-21d1a5d4dacb&contributor=&keyword=&subject=English
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=22064af6-a82e-4d05-a529-0530dc4f6581&contributor=&keyword=&subject=English
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=ead724b0-1d6c-4ab7-b6c9-62cb574d4de7&contributor=English&keyword=&subject=English
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=e370741f-b1c5-462f-8801-88fe103d2bcd&contributor=&keyword=&subject=English
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=9ef0540a-afb1-4a48-af6c-90df46d54444&contributor=English&keyword=&subject=English
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=6e8980fe-29a1-4b2f-af33-d6c612f7547d&contributor=&keyword=&subject=English
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=69db79a1-5eab-4959-a33b-2f1dfa82e445&contributor=&keyword=&subject=English


Best of the Reader

The Best of the Reader is a collection of e-books with 8-10 

stories covering one topic. A comprehensive Teacher’s Guide

is also available. 

The e-books are compiled from the  West Coast Reader a 

monthly newspaper for English language learners in BC. It is 

free for BC ministry funded programs but other programs 

must purchase a subscription to access digital and/or print 

copies. 

Articles cover Canadian Language Benchmarks 1-6. 

The Best of the Reader is always free.

Funded by the BC Ministry of Advanced 

Education, Skills & Training and published by 
Decoda Literacy Solutions
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Amazing Stories

Calendar of Holidays 

2020

Canada

Canada Quiz

Canada’s Indigenous 

Peoples

Easy Stories: People

Families

Keeping Safe

Many Ways to Help

People and Jobs

Readers’ Stories

Recipes

Special Days and 

Holidays

Sports

Teachers’ Guide

Word Games and Puzzles

Your Health

http://www.bestofthereader.ca/
http://bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Teachers_Guide.pdf
https://thewestcoastreader.com/
https://www.decoda.ca/
http://www.bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Amazing_Stories.pdf
http://bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Calendar2020.pdf
http://bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Canada_print.pdf
http://www.bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Canada%20Quiz-print.pdf
http://www.bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Canada's_Indigenous%20Peoples-print.pdf
http://bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/EasyStories-People.pdf
http://www.bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Families-print.pdf
http://www.bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Safety-print.pdf
http://www.bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Helping-print.pdf
http://www.bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Jobs-print.pdf
http://bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Readers_stories-print.pdf
http://bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Recipes-print.pdf
http://www.bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Holidays-print.pdf
http://bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Sports-print.pdf
http://bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Teachers_Guide.pdf
http://www.bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Word_Games_and_Puzzles.pdf
http://bestofthereader.ca/Ebooks/Your_Health.pdf


ESL Literacy Readers
From Bow Valley College, School of Global Access

The ESL Literacy Readers, developed by Bow Valley College 

School of Global Access in Calgary, are photostories covering 

everyday topics for new immigrants. Although literacy learners 

in basic education programs are not usually new immigrants 

the topics, such as education, employment, healthcare, 

weather, etc., are general enough to be of interest. The 39 

booklets and one-page stories are grouped into seven levels of 

gradual difficulty (A-G) covering GLE from K-2. 

Downloadable PDF stories

Instructor guide (PDF) includes general tips about theme-based 

learning. The site also contains an instructional video and PD 

webinar. 

Also available are online audio and online print versions of the 

stories.
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https://bowvalleycollege.ca/schools/school-of-global-access
https://globalaccess.bowvalleycollege.ca/esl-literacy-readers
https://globalaccess.bowvalleycollege.ca/sites/default/files/2017-esl-literacy-readers-guide.pdf
https://globalaccess.bowvalleycollege.ca/learners/readers.php


ESL Story Banks
From Literacy Minnesota

Literacy Minnesota has developed two instructional packages 

for ESL literacy learners, which may also be of use to beginning-

level LBS learners. The collections are comprised of stories and 

activities designed for weekly use with tutors and learners. 

They are organized by themes such as housing, looking for 

work, shopping, cooking, health, family, etc.

The pre-beginning level with 22 stories and 121 pages has a 

focus on common word families. 

The beginning level has 14 stories and is focused on individual 

consonant sounds.

Both are free to download from Literacy Minnesota. You will 

have to supply your name and an email for their records before 

accessing the download.  Once you submit, the resource will be 

downloaded directly to your computer as a PDF file.

The organization also has a very comprehensive educator 

resource library.
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https://www.literacymn.org/
https://www.literacymn.org/pre-beginning-esl-story-bank
https://www.literacymn.org/beginning-esl-story-bank
https://www.literacymn.org/educator-resources


Learning for Justice, (formerly Teaching Tolerance) is a 

comprehensive and excellent site with a variety of resources and 

supports for educators including texts, videos, teaching strategies, 

learning frameworks and even a learning plan builder. Learning for 

Justice Texts include informational and literary nonfiction texts, 

literature, photographs, political cartoons, interviews and 

infographics. You can search by text type, grade level, subject and 

topic. The following topics are addressed:

● Race & Ethnicity

● Religion

● Ability

● Class

● Immigration

● Gender & Sexual Identity

● Bullying & Bias

● Rights & Activism

Although aimed at children and teens, the topics, authentic tasks 

(also featured in this collection) and insights are relevant for all 

ages. Materials can be carefully selected for adult learners and you 

will likely find adult appropriate content on each topic since the 

collection is so comprehensive.

From the Southern Poverty Law Center

Copyright - All resources are made by the developer for educational use 

and are copyrighted. In general, content can be used by educators in 

educational settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. 

Give credit.
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https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/texts
https://www.tolerance.org/topics/race-ethnicity
https://www.tolerance.org/topics/religion
https://www.tolerance.org/topics/ability
https://www.tolerance.org/topics/class
https://www.tolerance.org/topics/immigration
https://www.tolerance.org/topics/gender-sexual-identity
https://www.tolerance.org/topics/bullying-bias
https://www.tolerance.org/topics/rights-activism
https://www.splcenter.org/


From the Florida Centre for Instructional Technology

Lit2Go is a collection of free audio books, short stories and 

poems that are no longer covered by copyright. All audio files 

can be downloaded. Many of the books and poems have free 

PDFs to download and print so that the reader can follow the 

audio, highlight, and mark up the passage being read. All 

material has been assigned a readability level from K-12 using 

the Flesch-Kincaid formula.

The combination of watching a movie, followed by discussion, 

listening to, and then independently reading the text is a great 

way to introduce classic books and stories. Example classic 

books and stories that are also movies include Little Women, 

Peter Pan, Wuthering Heights, The Secret Garden, Alice’s 

Adventures in Wonderland, The Call of the Wild, Anne of Green 

Gables,  several works from Charles Dickens including A 

Christmas Carol and Oliver Twist and many more. 

Copyright - A maximum of twenty-five (25) MP3 and/or text files may 

be used in any non-commercial, educational project (report, 

presentation, display, website, etc.) without special permission. 

Credit Florida Center for Instructional Technology (FCIT) whenever a 

resource is used. If resources are incorporated into a website, a link 

to https://etc.usf.edu/lit2go must be included. 12

https://fcit.usf.edu/
https://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flesch%E2%80%93Kincaid_readability_tests
https://etc.usf.edu/lit2go


Poetry 180 is program designed to introduce poetry to 

secondary students. 180 poems were chosen by Billy Collins, 

U.S. Poet Laureate from 2001–2003 to be read aloud each day 

for students. They are not meant to be analysed only heard. 

The poems are engaging, usually straightforward and 

sometimes provocative. Guidance on reading poetry is also 

provided.

Favorite Poem Project is another Poet Laureate project from 

the US Library of Congress. It was supported by Robert Pinsky, 

Poet Laureate, 1997-1999. The project is a collection of video 

recordings of Americans celebrating and reading the poems 

they love. It’s designed to break down barriers and 

misconceptions about the inaccessibility of poetry. The 

project also includes a resource for teachers.

Poetry 180 and the 
Favorite Poem Project

From Poet Laureate projects of the US Library of 
Congress 

Copyright - All resources are made by the developer for 

educational use and are copyrighted. In general, content can be 

used by educators in educational settings with students. No 

commercial use. No modifications. Give credit. 13

https://www.loc.gov/programs/poetry-and-literature/poet-laureate/poet-laureate-projects/poetry-180/
https://www.loc.gov/programs/poetry-and-literature/poet-laureate/poet-laureate-projects/poetry-180/all-poems/
https://www.loc.gov/programs/poetry-and-literature/poet-laureate/poet-laureate-projects/poetry-180/how-to-read-a-poem-out-loud/
http://www.favoritepoem.org/
http://www.favoritepoem.org/lessonplans/whybother.html
https://www.loc.gov/programs/poetry-and-literature/poet-laureate/poet-laureate-projects/


From Southwest ABE Minnesota and the Marshall 

Foundation  

Reading Skills for Today’s Adults is a collection of levelled 

texts with audio. The texts are online and in PDF and Word 

formats. Comprehension questions are also included. The site 

was developed in partnership with Southwest ABE and the 

Marshall Community Foundation.

Use these and other levelled text sets focused on fluency only 

as a way to supplement more authentic reading and 

discussion activities. Levelled texts can also be useful when 

working with multi-level groups. 

A supportive learning routine could involve discussing a topic, 

reading or viewing authentic materials, supporting individual 

abilities using levelled texts, and then completing the learning 

routine with an authentic, multi-modal activity such as 

developing an infographic or photostory.
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https://www.southwestabe.org/
https://www.readingskills4today.com/


The same texts in Reading Skills for Today’s Adults have been 

reformulated by CrowdEd for use on smartphones. In 

addition, short activities using Google Forms and Quizlet 

follow each text. 

You and learners can download the app.

You can also access Mobile Leveled Reading on your desktop 

using Wakelet. But you will need to get a Wakelet account first. 

You will then be able to save selected reading sets.

From CrowdED Learning, a non-profit focused on 

providing free, open, accessible learning for adults
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https://www.readingskills4today.com/
https://www.crowdedlearning.org/
https://clrsta.glideapp.io/
https://www.crowdedlearning.org/about


CBC has produced five curriculum packages based on the 

podcast series the Secret Life of Canada. The show focuses on 

people and stories that are not covered or poorly covered in 

standard history curricula.

When you click on the link View the Secret Life of Canada 

curriculum package the five packages will appear on your 

shared Google Drive. You will first see the folders in the image 

on your left. When you open one of the five folders you will see 

all the teaching resources, including the podcast and a 

transcript, a how-to-use document, activities and a slideshow 

that organizes your routines for you!

From CBC Radio Canada Curio

Copyright - All resources are made by the developer for educational 

use and are copyrighted. In general, content can be used by educators 

in educational settings with students. No commercial use. No 

modifications. Give credit.
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https://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/documentaries/the-secret-life-of-canada/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JnW2AgmdBRULSG0oblocuieVkvWXsoEh
https://curio.ca/en/


From Open School BC

Steering the Course is an excellent resource for adult learners! 

Although it is aimed at secondary students, it doesn’t teach to 

the curriculum. Instead, the downloadable PDF helps learners 

understand and develop essential literacy skills that are useful 

for academic, workplace and community contexts. 

It is focused on the following essential literacy skills:

● Organizational Skills

● Reading Skills

● Writing Skills 

● Research Skills

● Visual Presentation Skills

● Communication Skills

Each topic contains explanations, examples, how-to tips and 

practice exercises. It is an ideal resource for learners to have. 

It could be used by educators to complement existing 

communications courses and programs, or it could even be 

used to support a stand-alone course or workshop.

Note the Creative Commons Licence permits adaptations and  

remixing, which opens up many possibilities for the use of the 

materials.
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https://www.openschool.bc.ca/k12/#adult
http://media.openschool.bc.ca/osbcmedia/steering_9-12/etext/steering-the-course.pdf


The Smithsonian has created a collection of news and current 

events articles covering a range of topics. One topic is 

presented across four levels of reading (K-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-12)! It’s 

great for multi-level groups. 

All articles can be accessed without an account. Although they 

are produced for children and teens, topics such as food and 

health, science, sports and world news are also of interest to 

adults.

Grade K-4 - Junior

Grade 5-6 - Tween

Grade 7-8 - Tween

Grade 9-12 - Teen

From the Smithsonian Institution

Copyright - All resources are made by the developer for educational use 

and are copyrighted. In general, content can be used by educators in 

educational settings with students. No commercial use. No 

modifications. Give credit.
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https://www.tweentribune.com/category/junior/
https://www.tweentribune.com/category/tween56/
https://www.tweentribune.com/category/tween78/
https://www.tweentribune.com/category/teen/
https://www.si.edu/education


Writing tasks and skill practise
Includes spelling, grammar, vocabulary, graphic organizers, thinking routines, 
poetry templates and writing starters. 
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From Ditch That Textbook, an OER and ed tech 

project from Matt Miller

The comprehensive site Ditch That Textbook contains 

numerous useful resources related to Remote Learning and 

the use of Google Apps.

We are focusing on one resource from the site: 25 ready to use 

downloadable graphic organizers. They were created using 

Google Drawings and are set up for you to add your own 

instructions and content. You can download select graphic 

organizers or the complete collection. The webpage provides 

some instructions for making changes to the templates and 

for accessing and saving them to your Google Drive folders.
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https://ditchthattextbook.com/
https://ditchthattextbook.com/about/
https://ditchthattextbook.com/
https://ditchthattextbook.com/elearning/
https://ditchthattextbook.com/google-classroom/
https://ditchthattextbook.com/15-free-google-drawings-graphic-organizers-and-how-to-make-your-own//


Developed by Eric Curtis, an education technology 
consultant and developer of ControlAltAchieve.com

30 Free Google Drawings Graphic Organizers is a collection of 

templates that you can save and adapt for your own use. The 

graphic organizers, such as organizers to compare and 

contrast or write a story, can be used to help students 

organize their thoughts and plan their writing.

When you click on a link, you will be prompted to make a copy 

of the file. The copied file will appear in My Drive.  Here is an 

example.
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https://www.controlaltachieve.com/2017/05/graphic-org-drawings.html


Developed by Jennifer Christenson, an adult educator 
in Salt Lake City Utah

ABC English is a site developed by an educator working with 

ESL literacy learners in the US. She has developed her own 

materials, which are for sale. And has also made some OER 

available in two sections on the site

Free Downloads contains charts, posters and flashcards to 

help learners build their phonetic (sound-letter relationship) 

knowledge.

The Spelling section contains a collection of 57 spelling lists. 

An overview of the lists and their phonetic focus is available 

here.

The 57 lists are presented in two formats: 1) on the website in 

a set of slides and 2) as a printable Google Doc. Both formats 

incorporate photographs for each word. All lists are organized 

by major sound groups (e.g. long and short vowels) and word 

families. 
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https://www.teachabcenglish.com/about.html
https://www.teachabcenglish.com/
https://www.teachabcenglish.com/
https://www.teachabcenglish.com/free-downloads.html
https://www.teachabcenglish.com/spelling.html
https://eslcomputerlab.weebly.com/uploads/2/1/8/9/21891552/spellinglists.pdf


Developed by teachers for teachers and overseen by 
Michelle Truman

Similar to Ditch That Textbook,  Driving Digital Learning offers a very 

comprehensive collection of resources primarily using Google Apps. 

The developer states it “is an extensive collection of resources 

created by and for teachers.” All resources are  “free to use, 

modify, and expand upon.” 

This site has so much to offer that is designed for you to download 

and make your own, including templates, slide presentations, 

graphic organizers, teaching strategies, learning units and lessons 

for language arts, reading, writing, digital citizenship, using Google 

apps and so much more.

Here are a few resources:

1. Driving Digital Learning Graphic Organizers created with 

Google Drawings

2. Language Arts documents and slides 

3. A set of Poetry Templates you can use as a fun and 

interesting way to promote writing and creativity

4. Reading instruction materials

5. Writing Instruction materials
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https://sites.google.com/view/drivingdigitallearning/home?authuser=0#h.p_UTE7IW6Lg5bs
https://sites.google.com/view/drivingdigitallearning/home?authuser=0#h.p_UTE7IW6Lg5bs
https://sites.google.com/view/drivingdigitallearning/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/drivingdigitallearning/graphic-organizers
https://sites.google.com/view/drivingdigitallearning/la-grammar-spelling-etc?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/drivingdigitallearning/poetry-templates?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/drivingdigitallearning/reading-instruction-materials?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/drivingdigitallearning/writing-instruction-materials?authuser=0


EduProtocol
Developed by educators Jon Corippo and Marlena Hebern

EduProtocol is a site primarily designed around two books—

Field Guides 1 and 2—containing some unique learning 

strategies and routines referred to as EduProtocols. They are 

digitally supported learning routines and templates. Some of 

the EduProtocols are available as free templates. 

Here is an overview of what is called a Cyber Sandwich, a 

collaborative protocol to learn content and summarize. 

BookaKucha is an alternative to the traditional book report.

8 p*ARTS uses a set of very engaging photographs and a parts 

of speech template to help learners explore grammar and 

apply their knowledge when writing, using an image as a 

prompt.

Sentence p*ARTS is similar to 8 p*ARTS but instead of parts of 

speech, the template helps students write more complex and 

descriptive sentences.

Copyright - Not stated. Best to apply fair use for education to all free 

content. In general, content can be used by educators in educational 

settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give 

credit.
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https://www.eduprotocols.com/jon
https://www.eduprotocols.com/marlena
https://www.eduprotocols.com/free-templates
https://youtu.be/K70iQOeeT8s
https://www.eduprotocols.com/bookakucha-template
https://www.eduprotocols.com/8-parts-template
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/103xZ9N6XWl8DyhFzyvRO0LXaBhMhHAeALqR3RVyeqhI/template/preview
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1zhpJz2KzD03LbNVT5fkzNuzcrKknYPMg7XYmI7lLs64/template/preview
https://www.eduprotocols.com/sentence-parts


Developed by Darlene Dittus, a retired teacher from 
California. 

Free phonics lessons is a comprehensive collection of 

worksheets. They were developed to provide educators with 

ready to use practise exercises to address individual 

challenges as they arise in the context of everyday reading and 

writing. They are not intended to be used in their entirety as a 

stand alone activity.

Each exercise is available in a web page and as a PDF.

Web page example #7

PDF example #7

One possible drawback is the use of playful images that could 

be perceived as childish. However, they don’t dominate the 

worksheets. The focus remains on the print exercises.
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Copyright - Not stated. Best to apply fair use for education to all free 

content. In general, content can be used by educators in educational 

settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give 

credit.

http://theschoolhouse.us/about.html
http://theschoolhouse.us/index.html
http://theschoolhouse.us/index.html
http://theschoolhouse.us/index.html
http://theschoolhouse.us/lessons/lesson7.html
http://theschoolhouse.us/pdfs/Lesson%207%20Digraph%20(th).pdf


Learning for Justice (formerly Teaching Tolerance) is a 

comprehensive and excellent site with a variety of resources 

and supports for educators including texts, tasks, videos, 

teaching strategies, learning frameworks and even a learning 

plan builder. Their text collection and tolerance topics were 

previously featured. 

Learning for Justice Tasks is a collection of activities designed 

to work with the Learning for Justice Texts and Topics. In 

addition, they can readily be used in other contexts. The 

collection is divided into two main categories:

1. Do Something - a collection of 34 ideas that  “ask 

students to demonstrate their anti-bias awareness and 

civic competency by applying their literacy and social 

justice knowledge in an authentic real-world context.” 

2. Write to the Source - a collection of 22 writing “tasks 

and rubrics ask students to rely on textual evidence 

when responding to writing prompts about identity, 

diversity, justice and action.”

From the Southern Poverty Law Center

Copyright - All resources are made by the developer for educational use 

and are copyrighted. In general, content can be used by educators in 

educational settings with students. No commercial use. No 

modifications. Give credit.
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https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/student-tasks
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/student-tasks/write-to-the-source
https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/student-tasks/write-to-the-source
https://www.splcenter.org/


Perfect English Grammar is a site primarily for adult English 

language learners but educators may find the comprehensive 

collection of grammar practice exercises and explanations useful. 

Not all are applicable in an adult literacy context with learners 

whose first language is English, but you can quickly scroll through 

the list to find grammar topics that are. Or search for a specific 

grammar topic.

Practice exercises can be completed online or offline by 

downloading a PDF. Each practice exercise will link back to an 

explanation. All topics in the explanation section contain links to 

practice exercises.

Think of the site as a grammar toolbox that you can use on 

occasion to address particular challenges learners are having 

when writing. For example, if a learner needs some practice with 

irregular verbs, you can view and share a video, provide links to 

the practice exercises online or download a PDF. You can also link 

to an explanation and short or long list of irregular verbs.

Developed by language educator Seonaid Beckwith

Copyright - All resources are made by the developer for educational 

use and are copyrighted. In general, content can be used by educators 

in educational settings with students. No commercial use. No 

modifications. Give credit.
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https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/
https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/
https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/grammar-exercises.html
https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/grammar-explanations.html
https://youtu.be/u00f2oZJ_eA
https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/irregular-verbs-exercise-1.html
https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/support-files/50_irregular_verbs_past_simple_part_1.pdf
https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/irregular-verbs.html
https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/support-files/50_common_irregular_verbs_list.pdf
https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/support-files/all_irregular_verbs_list.pdf
https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/seonaid.html


From the Harvard Graduate School of Education

Project Zero is an organization focused on enriching and 

expanding learning using the arts, humanities and social 

sciences. Their site is extensive and worth exploring. We are 

focusing on one section for this collection: Project Zero's 

Thinking Routine Toolbox.

The toolbox is a collection of thinking routines that can be used 

in any learning context. They are designed to help educators 

and learners do more than answer 5W questions when reading, 

discussing and researching. You will find routines to do the 

following:

● Introduce and explore ideas

● Dig deeper into ideas

● Analyse objects and systems

● Understand different perspectives

● Explore controversies and dilemmas through different 

perspectives

● Explore options and possibilities

● Synthesize and organize ideas

● Use art or objects to enrich and expand thinking.

You may want to start with the Core Thinking Routines 

collection, which likely includes some familiar routines like 

Think, Pair, Share or Claim, Support. Question. You will be able 

to download a PDF that explains the routine and ideas for how it 

can be integrated into your teaching practice. 28

https://pz.harvard.edu/who-we-are/about
https://pz.harvard.edu/who-we-are/about
https://pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines
https://pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines#CoreThinkingRoutines
https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/think-pair-share
https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/claim-support-question


From the National Council of Teachers of English and 
the International Literacy Association

The aim of Read Write Think is to provide free quality 

resources to literacy educators, including parents and after 

school support organizations. It is a very comprehensive and 

searchable site. Content is developed by both staff writers and 

contributors with oversight and review from literacy experts.

Two areas to first explore are the following:

1. Student Interactives, a curated collection of online 

games, tools and practice activities. The collection is 

searchable, allowing you to filter by GLE, learning 

objective and theme.

2. Printouts, are a curated collection of PDF graphic 

organizers, assessments and writer starters. They are 

meant to be used as is but may spark some ideas if 

you need to re-develop the content.

Each item in the two collections is accompanied by teaching 

tips.

Copyright - All resources are made by the developer for educational 

use and are copyrighted. In general, content can be used by 

educators in educational settings with students. No commercial use. 

No modifications. Give credit.
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https://ncte.org/
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/printouts/


Teaching Phonics 
with Word Families
From the ABE Teaching and Learning Advancement 

System (ATLAS), Hamline University and developed by 
Marn Frank

This is a guide for educators who are looking for teaching 

ideas and word lists to help adults learn beginning level 

sound-letter relationships. The focus on word families and 

rhyming words (also called analogy phonics) rather than 

isolated sounds and letters may be very helpful for learners 

having difficulty matching more discrete sounds and letters. 

The author writes, “many new readers (children and adults) 

find it psychologically easier to divide words into onsets and 

rimes rather than individual letters and sounds.”

The author has developed a slide presentation (makes for a 

great PD workshop) and downloadable PDF book. Ideally, 

educators can focus on word families that are drawn from 

reading materials or writing. 

The word families lists and activities  would work very well as 

a follow-up activity when using the Language Experience 

Approach. Also consider helping learners set up a personal 

sound-letter discoveries notebook based on the word 

families.
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Copyright - Not stated. Best to apply fair use for education to all free 

content. In general, content can be used by educators in educational 

settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give 

credit.

https://atlasabe.org/
https://atlasabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Using-Teaching-Analogy-Phonics-2018.pdf
https://atlasabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Using-Teaching-Analogy-Phonics-2018.pdf
https://atlasabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Teaching-Analogy-Phonics-2016.pdf
https://www.cal.org/caela/esl_resources/digests/LEA.html:~:text=The%20Language%20Experience%20Approach%20and%20Adult%20Learners&text=The%20language%20experience%20approach%20(LEA,personal%20experiences%20and%20oral%20language.&text=The%20approach%20develops%20literacy%20not,but%20also%20the%20whole%20language.


The Text Project is a US non-profit overseen 
by reading and literacy development experts.

The Text Project is a US non-profit focused on developing 

“strategies, tools, and texts to bring beginning readers and 

struggling readers to high levels of literacy.” They have a 

comprehensive vocabulary development section on their site. 

The following vocabulary development resources may be 

useful:

E4: Exceptional Expressions for Everyday Events is a set of 

lessons that supports vocabulary development by focusing on 

everyday simple words like listen or look or walk. It is 

designed to be used in a variety ways when reading, writing or 

having discussions.

S4: Super Synonym Sets for Stories is an extension of the E4 

lessons to focus on vocabulary used in narrative texts.

The Core Vocabulary Project (CVP) Word Maps are an 

extensive and searchable collection of word maps that 

support vocabulary development by mapping connections 

using semantics, word families, and multiple-meanings.

You can access the lessons and materials directly online or by 

downloading a PDF book. 

31

http://textproject.org/about/
http://textproject.org/about/textproject-board-members/
http://textproject.org/about/
http://textproject.org/teachers/vocabulary-instruction/e4/
http://textproject.org/teachers/vocabulary-instruction/s4/
http://textproject.org/teachers/vocabulary-instruction/core-vocabulary-project/


From Open School BC

Writing on the Run is another great resource from Open 

School BC. The focus is on supporting writing development 

and addressing challenges that may arise when constructing 

sentences. The resource has both an online interactive version 

and a PDF printable version. 

The online version contains a pre-test, explanations, and 

practice quizzes. You can also access the PDF files (Print 

Tutorials on the menu bar). The site and PDF tutorials were 

originally completed in 2007. Updates were made to the PDFs 

in 2014 and 2016. Here are the updated PDFs:

1. Constructing Sentences (PDF)

2. Parts of Speech (PDF)

3. Punctuation (PDF)

4. Writing Style and Process (PDF)

Copyright - All resources are made by the developer for educational 

use and are copyrighted. In general, content can be used by educators 

in educational settings with students. No commercial use. No 

modifications. Give credit. 32

https://www.openschool.bc.ca/k12/#adult
http://media.openschool.bc.ca/osbcmedia/english_10v5/wotr/?loadtutorial=course/media/svg/wr_process_overview%201.svg&page=1&pages=1
https://www.openschool.bc.ca/pdfs/wotr/Constructing%20Sentences.pdf
https://www.openschool.bc.ca/pdfs/wotr/Parts%20of%20Speech.pdf
https://www.openschool.bc.ca/pdfs/wotr/Punctuation.pdf
https://www.openschool.bc.ca/pdfs/wotr/Writing%20Style%20and%20Process.pdf


Numeracy and mathematics
Includes both numeracy (numbers in daily life) and mathematics topics 
(number sense, fractions, decimals, measurement, problem-solving) 
covered in K-8.
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Developed by Saskatchewan math educators Nat 
Banting and  Bailee Yaganiski

This downloadable e-book (available as a PDF or Google Doc) 

is a series of games supporting basic operations, integers, 

fractions, factors, equations, order of operations, and 

strategy. It is aimed at middle school mathematics.

All of the games use the same 16 boxes or four by four array 

game board. The games are meant to be played in pairs or 

groups (in-person or in breakout rooms). All are “designed to 

designed embed procedural skills within conceptual decision 

making.”

Copyright - Not stated. Best to apply fair use for education to all 

content. In general, content can be used by educators in educational 

settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give 

credit.
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https://twitter.com/NatBanting
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9hruAPIgvU5N1FvTkJMZ3U4b0U/view


Adult Literacy 
Fundamentals Math
From BC Campus Open Textbook Initiative

Available on the BC Campus open textbook site are six 
downloadable mathematics course packs, covering GLE 1-8. 
Similar to the reading course packs, they are available in 
different formats that are readable and editable. 

The first link (the title) will take you to each book’s website 
page. Or you can use the second link (Print PDF) to go 
directly to the coursebook.

Adult Literacy Fundamentals Mathematics: Book 1

Print PDF

Adult Literacy Fundamentals Mathematics: Book 2

Print PDF

Adult Literacy Fundamentals Mathematics: Book 3

Print PDF

Adult Literacy Fundamentals Mathematics: Book 4

Print PDF

Adult Literacy Fundamentals Mathematics: Book 5

Print PDF

Adult Literacy Fundamentals Mathematics: Book 6
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https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=1eade072-4b30-4c2e-b3d8-cb2512765e8d&contributor=&keyword=&subject=
http://solr.bccampus.ca:8001/bcc/file/1eade072-4b30-4c2e-b3d8-cb2512765e8d/1/ALF%20Math%20Book%201%20PDF.pdf
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=65ad18bb-686d-4cb5-b85a-361a326b69bb&contributor=&keyword=&subject=
http://solr.bccampus.ca:8001/bcc/file/65ad18bb-686d-4cb5-b85a-361a326b69bb/1/ALF%20Math%20Book%202%20PDF.pdf
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=0dea611f-6f9c-4d7e-a700-e5c7adcc86e5&contributor=&keyword=&subject=
http://solr.bccampus.ca:8001/bcc/file/0dea611f-6f9c-4d7e-a700-e5c7adcc86e5/1/ALF%20Math%20Book%203%20PDF.pdf
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=f2ccf504-86e6-4ebc-9d39-63eaf9695d72&contributor=&keyword=&subject=
http://solr.bccampus.ca:8001/bcc/file/f2ccf504-86e6-4ebc-9d39-63eaf9695d72/1/ALF%20Math%20Book%204%20PDF.pdf
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=4e8eeb05-62dd-4aa0-a749-eaf5595d7bbf&contributor=&keyword=&subject=
http://solr.bccampus.ca:8001/bcc/file/4e8eeb05-62dd-4aa0-a749-eaf5595d7bbf/1/ALF%20Math%20Book%205%20PDF.pdf
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/?uuid=45904857-90cc-4660-8863-9bae2be105e3&contributor=&keyword=&subject=


Building concepts in 
mathematics

From Texas Instruments Inc. Educational Technology

Building concepts in mathematics is one section of a 

comprehensive learning site developed by Texas Instruments. 

There are four topics in the building concepts section of the site:

1. Fractions

2. Ratios and proportions

3. Statistics and probability

4. Expressions and equations

Each section contains a series of targeted lessons to help learners 

gain the concepts, strategies and skills needed for fundamental 

math. Video explanations along with teaching notes and activity 

printouts are available. You have to link to the videos but the 

other resources can be downloaded.
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use and are copyrighted. In general, content can be used by educators 

in educational settings with students. No commercial use. No 

modifications. Give credit.

https://education.ti.com/building-concepts


Developed by Beth Marr and the Victorian Adult 

Literacy and Basic Education Council

More than a workbook, Building Strength with Numeracy 

will help you use a more holistic approach to numeracy 

development. In addition to skill practice, topics integrate 

language, interaction, practical and hands-on activities, 

use of authentic materials and applications (How do I use 

this in real life?), general knowledge,  awareness about 

social and economic structures influencing their lives and 

some fun. It’s truly a remarkable resource.

The following six topics are introduced online and available 

in PDF format. All are free.

1. The Resource PDF (17 

pages)

2. Getting Started PDF (55 

pages)

3. Exploring Numbers PDF (64 

pages)

4. In the Head Calculations PDF  (63 pages)

5. Fractions PDF  (45 

pages)

6. Percentages PDF  (73 

pages)

Two additional books 'Decimals' and 'Measurement' can be 

purchased for $25.00 AUD here.

Copyright - Not stated. Best to apply fair use for education to all 

content. In general, content can be used by educators in educational 

settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give 

credit. 37

http://www.valbec.org.au/building-strength-with-numeracy/background.htm
http://www.valbec.org.au/building-strength-with-numeracy/background.htm
http://www.valbec.org.au/building-strength-with-numeracy/index.htm
http://www.valbec.org.au/building-strength-with-numeracy/the-resource.htm
http://www.valbec.org.au/building-strength-with-numeracy/getting-started.htm
http://www.valbec.org.au/building-strength-with-numeracy/exploring-numbers.htm
http://www.valbec.org.au/building-strength-with-numeracy/in-the-head-calculations.htm
http://www.valbec.org.au/building-strength-with-numeracy/fractions.htm
http://www.valbec.org.au/building-strength-with-numeracy/percentages.htm
http://www.valbec.org.au/building-strength-with-numeracy/decimals.htm
http://www.valbec.org.au/building-strength-with-numeracy/measurement.htm
http://www.valbec.org.au/building-strength-with-numeracy/download.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WWP7xUfy1wM


From youcubed, a project of Stanford University 
Graduate School of Education

Data Science Lessons are one topic on a very 

comprehensive site designed to support teacher training 

and better teaching of mathematics in K-12. The Data 

Science Lessons can be used on their own or as an 

opportunity to fully explore the site and its approach to 

the teaching of mathematics.

The lessons focus on Grade 6-10 and contain topics 

relevant to adults. They are designed to help teachers 

learn about data science as they use the lessons with 

their students. There are five units available and each 

contains two lessons that can be downloaded as PDFs.

Introduction to Data Science Units

Unit 2: Working With Data Analysis Tools

Unit 3: Measures of Center & Spread

Unit 4: Understanding Variability

Unit 5: A Community Data Collection ProjectCopyright - Not stated. Best to apply fair use for education to all 

content. In general, content can be used by educators in educational 

settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give 

credit. 38

https://www.youcubed.org/our-mission/
https://www.youcubed.org/data-science-lessons/
https://www.youcubed.org/resources/unit-1-data-is-everywhere/
https://www.youcubed.org/resources/unit-2-working-with-data-analysis-tools/
https://www.youcubed.org/resources/unit-3-measures-of-center-spread/
https://www.youcubed.org/resources/unit-4-understanding-variability/
https://www.youcubed.org/resources/unit-5-a-community-data-collection-project/


From the Centre for Education in Mathematics and 
Computing, University of Waterloo

The Emmy Noether Circles page is a collection of 

interesting mathematical problems aimed at grade levels 

5 and 6. The term circles is used to indicate that the 

problems work best when solved in collaboration with 

others. All problems can be downloaded as PDFs. They 

include a description of the problem, a hint to help 

students and the solution (phew!). A quick review 

indicates that most content and illustrations can work 

with adults. 

We have focused on this page, rather than the Problem of 

the Week (although you may want to look at that too!) 

because problems are organized by topic. This will help 

you quickly find relevant problems. The topics are 

Number Sense, Measurement, Geometry, Patterning and 

Algebra, Data Management, Probability and Logic.

Copyright - Not stated. Best to apply fair use for education to all 

content. In general, content can be used by educators in educational 

settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give 

credit. 39

https://www.cemc.uwaterloo.ca/
https://www.cemc.uwaterloo.ca/resources/emmynoether.html
https://www.cemc.uwaterloo.ca/resources/potw.php


Developed by Saskatchewan math educator Nat 
Banting

Fraction Talks is designed to help learners understand 

fractional concepts using images, prompts, and ideas in 

combination with talk and action. 

You may want to start with Nat Banting’s webinar and 

resources available in a Google Folder. Or read an 

introductory blog post that explains the learning routine. A 

how-to overview is also available.

Copyright - Not stated. Best to apply fair use for education to all 

content. In general, content can be used by educators in educational 

settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give 

credit.
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https://twitter.com/NatBanting
http://fractiontalks.com/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1m2cAgJpKFvlqQwe8XLXls52ir8FeRPau
http://natbanting.com/fraction-talks/
http://fractiontalks.com/how-to/


Graphing Stories is a fun way to help practise the use of 

graphs. Students watch a video and then express the concept 

from the video as a graph. It’s a great activity for partners and 

small groups. The site has 21 videos on various math related 

topics such as height, time, air pressure and elevation of a 

plane. Downloadable graphs are also available. 

Creative Commons 3.0 Attribution
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Graphing Stories
Developed by Dan Meyer and Buzz Math.

http://www.graphingstories.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Math Visuals is an amazing resource filled with ideas to help 

students of all ages learn fundamental math concepts:

● Counting and place value

● Addition and subtraction

● Multiplication and division

● Fractions.

Concepts are presented visually using videos, printouts and 

mathflips (flashcards). The emphasis is on problem-solving 

and logical thinking NOT rote memorization.

The complete collection of 107 videos is on Vimeo, which 

allows you to share them with a link or embed them. You can 

also download the videos to create your own library.

Here are a few examples:

Tens, Ones, Tenths, Hundredths with 247

Fraction Multiplication Commutative Property

Fraction Denominator Counting Same DifferentCopyright - All resources are made by the developer for educational 

use and are copyrighted. In general, content can be used by educators 

in educational settings with students. No commercial use. No 

modifications. Give credit.
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Math Visuals
From Berkeley Everett, a K-5 Math Coach and 

Consultant in Los Angeles, California.

https://mathvisuals.wordpress.com/
https://vimeo.com/user69666998
https://vimeo.com/367635130
https://vimeo.com/345044670
https://vimeo.com/362886620
https://mathvisuals.wordpress.com/about/


Open-up Resources is a US non-profit focused on 
developing OER to address inequities

Open Up Resources 6–8 Math are complete curriculum for 

Grades 6, 7 and 8. Although adults do not need to take such a 

comprehensive approach, you can pick and choose units that 

are needed. Each grade level has nine units. 

To explore the material, you need to identify your role: 1) 

teacher, 2) family or 3) student. You need to create an account if 

you access the curricula as a teacher. You may want to look at 

the family and student resources first. Both are available online 

without an account. The family resources are explanations of 

concepts and skills with graphics. Right click to print/save as a 

PDF or you can cut and paste the explanations into your own 

documents, slides or website. 

The student materials are actual lessons. Some of the lessons 

contain applets (mini interactive applications) and references to 

manipulatives to demonstrate concepts. You can cut and paste 

the applet link to supplement your online teaching. You can also 

adapt some applets (print different versions) if printing the 

materials.
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https://openupresources.org/
https://openupresources.org/math-curriculum/6-8-math/


Developed by Saskatchewan math educators  Ilona 

Vashchyshyn and Nat Banting

Two math educators from Saskatchewan have created a series of 

projects to re-formulate Saskatchewan's Workplace and 

Apprenticeship Mathematics course. 

Writing about her motivation to change the course, Illona 

Vashchyshyn writes, “Not only did [the course] fail to spark 

interest or motivation, teaching the outcomes as disconnected 

units concealed the many connections between the topics.” 

Instead, projects integrate “practical mathematical skills that are 

useful in many workplace (especially trades) and everyday 

settings, with topics ranging from measurement to salaries to 

currency exchange.”

Both developers have written more on their posts/webpages 

about their approach and include links to the resources. Read 

more about Illonya Vashchyshyn’s Project binders and Nat 

Banting’s Creating PBL 3.0. 

Access Illona Vashchyshyn’s four projects directly in this  Google 

folder. Materials are available as a Document or PDF in both 

French and English.

Access Nat Banting’s six projects directly  in this Google folder.
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https://twitter.com/vaslona
https://twitter.com/NatBanting
http://www.edonline.sk.ca/webapps/moe-curriculum-BBLEARN/CurriculumHome?id=160
https://logsandreflections.wordpress.com/project-binders/
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No individual or organization is identified. The site has 
been around since 2004. You can read more here.

That Quiz stretches our criteria for this collection by not 

including some readily accessible PDF formats. But, the site is 

so good that we had to include it. One of the reasons is the 

potential for the site to be used as an online assessment tool. 

The site is basically an interactive assessment and practice 

builder focused on particular math skills.

The site is easy to use, clearly organized and contains 

repeated configuration options for each topic, allowing you to 

quickly learn how to build your quizzes. The screen shot on 

the left is the home page where you can instantly see all the 

topics. Some additional quizzes for vocabulary, geography 

and science are also available.

You can use all the quizzes online without an account.  But you 

won’t be able to save configurations or share a link that will 

allow learners to access your particular configured test.

If you do sign-up (for free), you then have access to more test 

and practice tools. In addition to configuring the tests, you will 

be able to share a link, track progress, share resources with 

other teachers, have more control over adaptations and 

configuration of the tests and have access to a library of 

resources.
Copyright - Not stated. Best to apply fair use for education to all 

content. In general, content can be used by educators in educational 

settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give 
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Developed by Richard Rand, a retired middle school 
math teacher from Maine.

Visual Fractions also stretches our criteria by including distracting 

ads. They make the online interactive components difficult to use. 

However, the site does have  downloadable PDFs. If these work 

for you, once they are downloaded, you can avoid re-visiting the 

site. 

Access the PDFs in the Lessons section (the Explanations and 

Worksheets sections contain the same materials). Ten units are 

available. 

As an example, here are the available PDFs in the first lesson on 

identifying fractions.

Identify Fractions Pretest and Answers

Slide presentation How to Identify Fractions 

Number Symbols worksheets 7 and 8 and  Answer Sheet

Numerator and Denominator 5 worksheet and Answer Sheet

Identify Fractions Test and Identify Fractions Test Answers

Note: The first time we reviewed the site in October 2020 there 

were no ads, the next time there were. The developer states that 

he doesn’t use advertising. It’s not clear why this may have 

changed.

Copyright - Not stated. Best to apply fair use for education to all 

content. In general, content can be used by educators in educational 

settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give 

credit.
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Developed by The Learning Network, a project from 
The New York Times.

What’s Going On in This Graph? Is part of The Learning Network of 

The New York Times. Each week, a graph is posted for students to 

analyse and post their responses to a series of questions.

Students will need an account to post. However, you can see all 

comments for the graph, which could be used as part of your 

instruction.

After commenting closes, an explanation of the graph is also 

published. 

You can search the collection and access over 60 graphs along 

with the archived comments and explanation. They can be 

saved/printed as a PDF and used at anytime. The ads do not 

appear in the PDF. You can also save and distribute the graphs as 

images. This avoids having students use the site, since it does 

have advertising and pop-ups, which can be distracting. 

Also available is a webinar for teachers:

On-Demand Webinar: Teaching With Graphs From The New York 

Times

Copyright - Apply fair use for education to all content. In general, 

content can be used by educators in educational settings with 

students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give credit.
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Professional learning and how-
to guides
Includes ready-to-use presentations and resources that you can 
download and adapt for your own professional development. Some 
resources, such as the Google how-to materials, can also be used as is or 
with modifications with learners.
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Developed by Katrina Tour, Faculty of Education at Monash 
University

Digital Literacies is an online guide focused on the 

development of digital literacy practices (e.g. reading a 

webpage, online discussions, communicating with email, 

using search engines making a YouTube video, etc.) . It 

examines digital literacy development in blended learning 

contexts and is focused on helping educators integrate digital 

literacy instruction and activities into their curriculum.

A section on teaching ideas has 18 instructional activities, all 

of which are focused on problem-centred tasks and include 

scaffolding activities that can be used to complete the tasks. 

A section on innovative practices currently contains one 

toolkit on experiential digital storytellings (Hopefully, more 

innovative practices will be added in the future!).

Copyright - Fair use for education applies to all content. In general, 

content can be used by educators in educational settings with students. 

No commercial use. No modifications. Give credit.
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The Driving Digital Learning site “is an extensive collection of 

resources created by and for teachers.  The G-Suite items here 

are free to use, modify, and expand upon.” Some resources 

were featured in the task section. In addition, the site contains 

presentations directed at educators that could be used as part 

of a professional development session.

An extensive ELL Toolkit filled with teaching strategies and 

templates that is also  useful for adult literacy learning.

Just Gotta Blog - A Mini-Unit for Teachers - Slide presentation 

that can be modified

Course Design for the Online and Blended Learning 

Environments - Slide presentation that can be modified

Google How to Guide - filled with links to slides and docs tip-

sheets that you can use yourself or modify for use with learners

Introduction to Gmail, Google Drive, Google Classroom, Sites, 

Calendar and Chrome and Chromebooks - Slides, tip sheets and 

anatomy (labelled) images included

Developed by teachers for teachers and overseen by 
Michelle Truman
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The Text Project is a US non-profit overseen by 
reading and literacy development experts.

The Text Project is a US non-profit focused on developing 

“strategies, tools, and texts to bring beginning readers and 

struggling readers to high levels of literacy.” We have 

previously included Beginning Reads in the text section and 

vocabulary activities in the task section.

They also have an extensive collection of professional 

development resources such as articles, videos, guidebooks 

and presentations.

You may want to start with small changes = BIG RESULTS two 

recent videos.

Text Project Topics contain extensive resources that you can 

explore to suit your interests.

In addition Comprehension Guides from Reading Partners, 

developed for parents and tutors, are also useful. The guides 

address the following topics:

● Explaining scientific concepts

● Main topic in informational texts

● Making inferences (informational text)

● Explaining information

● Cause and effect (historical events)

● Cause and effect

Copyright - Not stated. Best to apply fair use for education to all 

content. In general, content can be used by educators in educational 

settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give 
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A free resource available on the New Readers Press 
website to support tutors

New Readers Press math videos are designed to help 

tutors teach specific strategies, skills and concepts.

Math Video 1: Concrete to Representational to Abstract

Math Video 2: Fraction Packets 

Math Video 3: Solving Word Problems

Math Video 4: Place Value Mat and Chips

Math Video 5: Operations on an Open Number Line

Math Video 6: Using Ten Frames

Math Video 7: Using Base Ten Blocks

Math Video 8: Multiplication Strategies

Math Video 9: Division Strategies

Math Video 10: Fraction Operations

Math Video 11: Using Algebra Tiles

Math Video 12: Geometry with Pattern Blocks

Math Tutoring Videos

Copyright - Not stated. Best to apply fair use for education to all free 

content. In general, content can be used by educators in educational 

settings with students. No commercial use. No modifications. Give 

credit. 52

https://www.newreaderspress.com/teaching-adults-math-resource-book#productDetail_overview
https://youtu.be/RmGypLEr37E
https://youtu.be/cSI3JhoNW1Y
https://youtu.be/sF4kcTx_YlI
https://youtu.be/2g-rKcmxo6E
https://youtu.be/m3OYroCcQ98
https://youtu.be/RZehWJQgJuA
https://youtu.be/ZTuHDdDv5yM
https://youtu.be/mK1nu6UszwM
https://youtu.be/k-HppbR1mH0
https://youtu.be/BOspOE77LvQ
https://youtu.be/hM3s5awLPfY
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Creating, modifying and 
analysing your own materials
Includes a few tools to help you create and modify reading texts for 
instruction. Also included are tools to help learners read/listen to more 
complex texts, and a site that allows you to build worksheets using your 
own content.
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Free Readability 
Tools

Readability tools will help you determine the difficulty of text. Most 

tools will assign a grade level. To reach most readers who may not 

not be familiar with a certain topic, it is estimated that texts should 

be at a Grade 8 level. Texts then become more difficult with the use 

of specialized vocabulary and more abstract sentences. To ensure 

accessibility for those with low literacy levels, a  Grade 5 readability 

is the standard.

You can use the tools when deciding whether to use certain texts 

or when writing your own texts. Read more about the topic in 

general and within the context of adult literacy education, 

The following sites offer excellent free readability analysis (no need 

to purchase a subscription!):

● CalculateYourWords.com

● Free Readability Formulas

● AnalyzeMyWriting.com

(FYI, the first paragraph has a median grade level of 11.7 based 

on a readability analysis using five different tools at 

AnalyseMyWriting.com.)

Calculate Your Words
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Created by educator Neil Goldman to make “reading 
less scary, making it more likely that people will read 

more.”

Rewordify is a comprehensive text analysis and modifier 

tool for both educators and learners. Simply cut and paste 

text into their online tool and access the following features:

● A simplified version of the text showing all changes

● A pop-up box beside each change to allow you to 

compare the change with the original

● Another pop-up with a recording of the complex 

word and option to save to a learner’s personal 

dictionary.

The original text can also be analysed for readability using 

different analysis tools, including a Flesch-Kincaid grade 

level.

In addition, you can print vocabulary lists containing the 

modified words along with quizzes and cloze exercises. You 

can also view the text with the parts of speech highlighted in 

different colours.

A free account allows you to access additional features for 

saving, sharing and accessing rewordified texts.
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Read&Write is a Chrome extension with reading support 

tools that can be accessed across Google products using a 

menu bar. 

Learners can access tools to do the following:

● Read the text aloud

● Look up words in a pop-up-dictionary

● Look-up words using a visual dictionary

● Use a text and type feature to compose text

● Proofread text

Educators can use the same tools and others (remove 

distracting ads from web pages, convert text into an audio 

file, build a vocabulary list) when creating and modifying  

their own activities for learners. 
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Developed by WorksheetWorks.com team, a 
membership supported site. 

WorksheetWorks.com is an online worksheet builder where 

you can use your own content to develop a range of 

worksheets for Math, English, Geography and fun. Graphic 

organizers, calendars  and note-taking templates are also 

included. All worksheets can be downloaded as PDFs.

There are two levels of access to the site. You can download  

pre-made worksheets for free. For a very reasonable annual 

membership ($14.95 USD per year) you can create your own 

worksheets with your content using the WorksheetWorks 

platform, templates and instructions. 

Copyright applies to all worksheets, including the ones that contain 

your own content. In general, worksheets can be used by educators in 

educational settings with students. They can be printed or distributed on 

a private website. No commercial use. No modification or concealment 
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About AlphaPlus
AlphaPlus is Ontario’s only organization focussed on helping adult 

literacy education professionals to incorporate digital technology. We 

believe that through the use of digital technology in our sector, we can 

build capacity, create equity and access to learning, and enhance 

learning experiences. We work as a leader and guide, sharing knowledge 

and directly helping literacy educators and administrators to integrate 

technology in innovative ways that increase effectiveness and reach.

Learn more about AlphaPlus: visit alphaplus.ca
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