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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lyRBGk9vxAniJqF_8CkDhF0A6sEsUZXBYuY6xoEVOeU/edit?usp=sharing

Workshop Outline

Workshop 1: Searching
Browsers and Al augmented search
Specific searches — finding an apartment
Resource searches — Steps to Justice

Workshop 2: Reading
Reading the news online
Using the library and the Libby app

Workshop 3: Creating
Making a budget
Using Flipp to create shopping plans and budgets
Digital storytelling and maps
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What we'll be looking at:

e EXxplore news sources

e |earn some tips that can help with reading

e Reading on a computer or with an app on a mobile device
e Brainstorm activity ideas around reading the news

7-\1 AlphaPlus



Reading the news on a computer

Reading the news on a computer Some examples of news sites:
offers different possibilities. e CBC News
e (Canadian Press
- Use a web browser * (P24
e CTV News
-> Use tabs e Global News
- Recognize ad content e Regional news sites
, e IndigiNews
-> Recognize sponsored content
=> Differentiate between factual and opinion
pieces of news
> Use reader view Reader view can also be used on a

< smartphone (Safari, Chrome, Firefox)
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https://www.cbc.ca/news
https://www.thecanadianpressnews.ca/
https://www.cp24.com/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/
https://globalnews.ca/
https://indiginews.com/
https://www.macrumors.com/how-to/use-new-reader-mode-ios-safari/
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/13026948?hl=en
https://support.mozilla.org/en-US/kb/view-web-pages-reader-view-firefox-ios

Recognize and navigate tabs 7

Local - CBC News X Trump expands U.S. travel bar X Hamilton café Democracy clo

Cc 95 cbc.ca/news/local

Pressing "Ctrl" while

Durham » Hamilton » Kitchener-Waterloo » London »

clicking on a link opens

it in a new tab.

NEW
Oshawa wants to limit where London hospitals seeing sharp
social services can be located. Hamilton café Democracy closes Community gardeners hope to rise in respiratory illness
(“Command” on a Mac.) Some are fighting back suddenly, laying off workers bounce back after $30K of farm
months after unionization equipment stolen
‘ Rochelle Raveendran @ Justin Chandler a Aastha Shetty ' a Jack Sutton
December 15 | @ 18 Minutes Ago 4 Hours Ago | @ 2 Hours Ago

https://www.cbc.ca/news/local
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/local

= @VNEWS Local CTV News App Trump's Tariffs Watch In Pictures Live 8

Local | Atlantic  Barrie Calgary Edmonton Kitchener London Montreal Northern Ontario  Ottawa

'Now you're going places.

Start free trial

Recognize
advertisement

Atlantic »

= @VNEWS Local CTV News App Trump's Tariffs Watch In Pictures Live

Local | Atlantic  Barrie Calgary Edmonton Kitchener London Montreal Northern Ontario  Ottawa |

ADVERTISEMENT

Atlantic >

* Remove ads in private mode (most browsers)
or with Reader view

Police confirm breed of dogs that A list of Maritime school closures for N.B. RCMP continues search for man
fatally attacked 13-year-old N.S. boy Thursday missing since 2010



https://www.ctvnews.ca
https://www.ctvnews.ca

I National News

Rogers puts S50M to address RCAF commander reports progress
excessive screen time among teens  on filling recruitment, retention
and tweens gaps

Recognize
sponsored content

Sponsored Content

t network'’ A
d a o
irforming. Energy-efficient. ‘

g. Energy-efficient ‘__./ _—

-

-

Events Coming Up in January Building Canada’s Digital Future:
Why High-Performing, Trusted,
and Energy-Efficient Networks \
Matter More Than Ever 7{ AlphaPlus



https://www.thecanadianpressnews.ca/
https://www.thecanadianpressnews.ca/

Reading mode / Reader view

An option on most browsers that removes distractions and enable changes to the
font, the font size, the background colour, the letter spacing and the line height. On
some browsers it's also possible to activate text-to-speech.

How to enter reading mode on major browser:
Firefox

Chrome
Edge

7-\{ AlphaPlus

10


https://support.mozilla.org/en-US/kb/firefox-reader-view-clutter-free-web-pages
https://support.google.com/chrome/answer/14218344?hl=en
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/topic/use-immersive-reader-in-microsoft-edge-72ac6331-2795-42eb-b3e8-c03503231f32

v Rare instance of polar bear cut X <
- c 23 cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/polar-bear-cub-adopted-churchill-9.7019054

Reading mode

swn terms with the Dist® © = -
huity and ETF trades

s and analysis tools

Rare instance of polar bear

cub being adopted near
Example of 9 g

Reading mode Churchill verified by scientists

in Chrome — Only the 13th case of cub adoption in the
Rare instance of polar bear western Hudson qu areaq, say

cub being adopted near
Churchill verified by researchers

scientists

Only the 13th case of cub adoption in the Social Sha ring

western Hudson Bay area, say researchers

Nathan Liewicki - CBC News -

@ Posted: Dec 17,2025 600 AMEST| Last Scientists studying polar bears were greeted with a most
Updated: 4 hours ago 3 5 . e -
unexpected surprise during a recent tracking expedition in
W Listentothisarticle northeastern Manitoba.

o) Estimated 4 minutes

A polar bear mother and her cub were walking near Churchill
in mid-November when scientists saw her with a second




Example of
Reading view
In Firefox

CBC News - Latest Canada, Wor X Rare instance of polar bear cub X +

C @

B

v.cbc.ca/news/canada/manit

Rare instance of polar bear cub being
adopted near Churchill verified by
scientists

Nathan Liewicki

6-7 minutes
Manitoba

Scientists were recently greeted with a most unexpected surprise
when a polar bear mother and her cub were walking near Churchill
in mid-November when scientists witnessed the mother adopt a
second cub, marking just the 13th such case of cub adoption within
the western Hudson Bay study population of northeastern
Manitoba.

Only the 13th case of cub adoption in the western
Hudson Bay area, say researchers

Nathan Liewicki - CBC News - Posted: Dec 17, 2025 6:00 AM EST
| Last Updated: 5 hours ago

j-bl AlphaPlus
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v The Canada Reads 2026 longlist i X
& (O | @ Reader Mode read:/, 'https www.cbc.ca/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fbooks%... €. [I} 17 = @ Q—i

AY Read aloud AA Text preferences Reading preferences | #

The Canada Reads 2026 longlist is here

The panellists and the books they choose to champion
will be revealed on Jan. 22

EX a m p I e Of Pa composite image of 15 colourful book covers.
R d d Fifteen books have made the longlist for Canada Reads 2026. (CBC Books)
e a e r I I I e Hey, we want to hear from you! Share your thoughts on the 2026 longlist. Let us know
I n E d g e which book you're most hyped about by clicking the "Join the Conversation" button above.

is back. This year, the great Canadian book debate is looking for one book to
build bridges.

Stories connect us to different people, places and perspectives. The collection of titles for 2026

showcase the power storytelling has to inspire, connect and grow — together.

On , five Canadian celebrities each pick one book that all Canadians should read.
They debate their choices over the course of four days, voting to eliminate one every day. The

last book standing is the winner.

This year's edition will air April 13 to 16 on CBC TV, CBC Radio, CBC Listen, CBC Gem and CBC

Books. It will also be on YouTube and available as a podcast.




News apps

Learners will probably use their
smartphones to access the news.

Some news apps you could explore:

« CBC News (may require an account)
« CP24*
« CTV News*

* unable to select text

Skills:
—=> Use text-to-speech

-> Use the icon “Share” to share with
others

-> Recognize ad content

Reading the news in the browser
of a smartphone also offers the
® 7 possibility to use Text-to-speech.

7-\1 AlphaPlus

14



Read aloud - Android

| 8 3 = 79% W 12:28 PM

#CBCNEWS

Ontario teen sets Guinness World record for stacking bottle caps using
chopsticks

Daniel Ireneo stacked 12 bottle caps using chopsticks in 30 seconds

Posted: December 15, 2025 6:00 AM EST

Last Updated: 16 hours ago
Pratyush Dayal, CBC News
Have you evert COPY SHARE SELECTALL SEARCHDUCKDUCKGO ( READ ALOUD

Accessibility -> Select to Speak

7-\1 AlphaPlus
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https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/7349565?hl=en

Speak - 10S

< Top Stories

L

W~

Canadian travel

year.

Copy Look Up

o »
.....
o m . e
.....

- . »
Pt Y
----
ey @ =

Translate Search Web

TVIany Canadians continue to boycott travel to the United States, and the U.S. economy
is paying the price.l

A U.S. Travel Association report forecasts a 3.2 per cent decline in international tourism
spending in the country for 2025, a loss of $5.7 billion US compared to the previous

Accessibility -> Read & Speak

7-\3 AlphaPlus
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https://support.apple.com/en-ca/guide/iphone/iph96b214f0/26/ios/26

Activities around reading the news

With your learners, what kind of activities do you do that
include reading the news?

Some ideas:

News story of the day

Find the headlines from 3 different sources, are
they different?

Does the story have a video?

Do you see any ads? What are they?

Links to related stories?

7-\{ AlphaPlus
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Literacy skills

Reading

Skimming and scanning — identifying
information of interest

Reading comprehension — following the
structure of an article

Recognizing text features — titles,
headings, links to other news, authors

Vocabulary
Browser

Tabs
Advertisement
Sponsored content
Text-to-speech

7-\{ AlphaPlus
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Digital and critical thinking skills

Digital skills
Typing and keyboard skills

Use a web browser - navigating

Navigate tabs Critical thinking skills

Understand links Recognize ads

Understand visual literacy —
interpreting images, charts, and
videos Recognize factual and opinion pieces

Recognize sponsored content

Install an app

Understand settings on mobile
device

Use accessibility tools on computer
and mobile devices

j-bl AlphaPlus
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Some lessons around reading the news

Media Smarts
Writing the news

The citizen reporter

j-\{ AlphaPlus


https://mediasmarts.ca/teacher-resources/writing-news
https://mediasmarts.ca/lessonplan/citizen-reporter-lesson

21

Getting to know your library

What we'll be looking at:

 Information that can be gathered from a
library website

* Browsing a library catalog

Do you do library related activities
with your learners?

j-\{ AlphaPlus



Getting to know your library

What can learners do on a library’s website:

* Browse:
* Information on borrowing
« Library services
« Community information
* Alerts

* Browse the catalog:
« Search fields
 Formats
* Collections
* Put holds and renew books

7-\{ AlphaPlus
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Getting to know your library

Do a virtual scavenger hunt
on the library’s website
and in its catalogue:

23

Examples of information to look for:
» What are the library's hours of operation?
» What identification is required to obtain a library card?
* What is the maximum number of books | can borrow?

Examples of information to look for in the library
catalogue:

* Find a book on a specific topic
» Find the number of copies available
* In which section is it located?

7-\{ AlphaPlus


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RqcnmWMGMD_hUythFCpY0IWryTbopu7QtQ3EujOo1aw/edit?usp=sharing

Using the Libby app

The Libby app lets library patrons manage
their holds and loans for resources
available through Overdrive.

It can also be used to read the resources
on a mobile device.

Most libraries provide access to Overdrive.

* A library card is required

7-\1 AlphaPlus
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Using the Libby app

Q Anne Michaels

® SearCh your ||brary 128 TITLES IN
Search Results

Overdrive catalogue

Going Places
books audiobooks
o Manage hOIdS and Ioans a On a September morning, the kind of

. equatorial summer day where the air is
available now : B Ak
thick with the threat of rain and your

P Read bOOkS and magaZineS clothes stick to your skin by nine o’clock,

[an Koli is waiting for me outside Connie’s
Pagelof6 Coffee Corner. a busv cafe in the Kibera

(inCIUding aUd|O bOOkS) Appearance

TEXT SCALE

e Bookmark pages

‘ ~11 Weeks
e Adjust font type and size (MLIGIEL venage Hoia

Read Sample

| ] [ ] [ ] | ] | A\ ~
. Flnd deflnltlons .\Ili]phcu@[s Placed Today LIGHTING

A breathtaking and mysterious new novel from
the beloved Anne Michaels, internationally
bestselling author of Fuaitive Pieces and The...

BOOK DESIGN
—_~ e
T @ = <O

Publisher’s Default

Include accessibility sizes.




Using Libby on a computer

mmpose on Al software. We are collectively
relinquishing our moral authority to machines.

But while people are feeling robbed of their
individual ability to direct their own actions and
attention, AI systems have led, unexpectedly, to a
strengthening of collective agency. Ironically, the
intrinsic qualities of automated systems — their
opaqueness, inflexibility, constantly changing and
unregulated nature — are galvanising people to band
together and fight back, to reclaim their humanity.

By reflecting on the march of Al, we can start to
address the imbalances in power, and move toward
redress. My hope is that the experiences of the people
in this book will rouse us from our fears, to take back
our agency and self-respect. My chosen subjects, on
the surface, had nothing in common: a doctor in rural
India, a food delivery worker in Pittsburgh, an African
American engineer, an Iraqi refugee in Sofia, a British
poet, an Argentinian bureaucrat, a single mother in
Amsterdam, a Chinese activist in exile and a priest in
Rome. But as I tugged on those individual threads,
they formed a coherent design. And you are in the
centre of it.

CHAPTER 1

Your Livelihood

Going Places

On a September morning, the kind of equatorial
summer day where the air is thick with the threat of
rain and your clothes stick to your skin by nine
o’clock, Ian Koli 1s waiting for me outside Connie’s
Coffee Corner, a busy cafe in the Kibera
neighbourhood of Nairobi, Kenya. As I introduce
myself, we are joined by Ian’s friend and former co-
worker Benjamin Ngito, who is loping towards us with
an arm outstretched in greeting.

Ian and Benja know each other from their time
working together at Sama, a US non-profit that
outsources digital work to East Africa. Benja, who
wears a two-day-old beard and a faded Superdry T-
shirt, tells me he started his journey with Sama right
here where we are standing, by Connie’s. Back in
2008, Sama’s local recruitment team promised him a

Using Libby
with screen

readers

(NVDA, JAWS for
example)

3 AlphaPlus



https://libbyapp.com/shelf
https://help.libbyapp.com/en-us/6056.htm
https://help.libbyapp.com/en-us/6056.htm
https://help.libbyapp.com/en-us/6056.htm

Using the Libby app

Getting started with Libby

Videos

Libby how-to from Toronto Public Library

j-\{ AlphaPlus
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https://help.libbyapp.com/en-us/6103.htm?tocpath=Home%7CGetting%20started%7C_____1
https://help.libbyapp.com/en-us/videos.htm?tocpath=Home%7C_____17
https://tpl.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/164/2025/09/overdrive-libby.pdf

Literacy and digital skills

Reading

Skimming and scanning — identifying
information of interest

Recognizing text features — titles, headings,

links, etc

Digital skills Vocabulary
Typing and keyboard skills Browser
Use a web browser - navigating Tabs

Dropdown menu
_ Vocabulary concepts related to
Undel’Stand I|nkS a |ibrary Catalogue

Fill out an online form

Navigate tabs

Browse a catalog and use keywords
Familiarize yourself with different formats

7-‘{ AlphaPlus



Next

Workshop 3: Creating

Making a budget and using Flipp to create
shopping plans and budgets

Digital storytelling and maps

7-\1 AlphaPlus
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Thank you

Guylaine Vinet
gvinet@alphaplus.ca
alphaplus.ca
416-322-1012 x 121
1-800-788-1120 x 121

Tracey Mollins
tmollins@alphaplus.ca

alphaplus.ca
416-322-1012 x 108
1-800-788-1120 x 108
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